
 

Why is English important?  

By learning English, both the skills of reading and writing and speaking and listening, we become 
effective communicators. We can communicate our thoughts, ideas and opinions clearly which 
others can understand easily both on paper and in person. We can also understand the things that 
are communicated to us.  A knowledge of English allows you to learn more about anything in the 
world. Once you can read and write expertly, the world is your oyster and there is no limit to 
what you might discover! 

   
                                    THE BIG IDEAS OF ENGLISH 

                    Be a literacy leprechaun and master our rainbow… 
                       …the pot of gold is the world you will be able to unlock  
 
Handwriting – At Templars, we learn to write in continuous cursive handwriting from Reception. 
We learn the lead ins and lead outs and begin to join letters in Year 2 once we know how to form 
individual letters. Our handwriting writing should be legible and consistent. By Year 6, our writing 
is joined correctly and we write at speed.   
Phonics and Spelling - Phonics are the sounds (phonemes) that we use to make words 
(graphemes). We can use these sounds to learn spelling rules and to build up vocabulary. Each 
year group has words to learn which often are not spelt the way they sound.   
Grammar & Punctuation - Grammar is the way that words are put together to form sentences. 
Punctuation is the marks that we use to separate or end sentences, join words together, show 
that someone is speaking or to change a word meaning.   
Writing Composition & Purpose- This means the reasons that we write things and how we write 
them. The four writing purposes are: to inform, to entertain, to persuade and to discuss. Each of 
these have different audiences and this affects the way they are written.   
Vocabulary- These are the words we read and write. Words are central to communicating with 
each other and a vast knowledge of and about words is very important to allow you to become 
the best reader and writer that you can be. How do we select them? How do we make precise 
choices? What do words mean and how can this be changed? How to words link? How to 
words join together? 
Comprehension- This is all about understanding what 
is written and using this knowledge to understand more 
about the text and world around us, not just what 
individual words mean. Making predictions, interpreting 
clues in the text are all skills within this area.  
Editing – When we edit our work, we make it better. We 
learn to proofread, which means checking for grammar, 
spelling or punctuation mistakes, and edit our work to 
improve it, by up-levelling words and making sure it 
makes sense and flows nicely. 
 


