
 
 
An English explorer and officer in the British Indian Army who made three exploratory expeditions to 
Africa  
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Year 1 Spring 

Prior knowledge 
This topic builds on work completed in Reception. In Reception we learnt that we live in Coventry which is in 
England. We learnt that England is part of a larger world and planet that has other places. We learnt what our 
planet looks like and can recognise Earth. We know that we can visit other places and that maps can show us 
places. 

What? (Key vocabulary) 

Arctic The Arctic is the area around 
the Earth's North Pole  

Antarctica 
All the lands between 
the Antarctic Circle and 
the South Pole  

Scandinavia 

A group of countries 
in northern Europe, that 
includes Norway and Sweden 
and sometimes Denmark  

explorer A person who explores an 
area that is not known 

 

hostile Hard to bear, harsh 
 

Inuit Eskimo people of the arctic 
regions of North America 

 

wildlife Wild animals that live free of 
humans 

 

nomad 
tribe that has no fixed home 
and moves from place to 
place  

savannah A flat plain covered with 
grass and few trees 

 

grassland A large area of land covered 
by grass 

 

reserve 
An area of public land set 
aside for a particular 
purpose  

migrate To move from one region 
into another 

 
 

History – Blowing Hot and Cold 

When? 

1594 
William Barents set 
off to explore the 

Arctic region  

1911 
Roald Amundsen 
was first to reach 

the south pole  

1912 
Scott reached the 

South Pole 3 weeks 
after Amundsen  

1990 
Nelson Mandela 

was released from 
prison  

1994 
Mandela became 

President of South 
Africa  

 

Who? (People) 
William 
Barents 

A Dutch explorer of 
the Arctic region  

Robert 
Falcon Scott 

Led an expedition to 
the South Pole 

 

Sir Richard 
Francis 
Burton 

First European to 
discover Lake 

Tanganyika and to 
visit some Muslim 

cities 
  

John Hanning 
Speke 

British Indian Army 
Officer who made 
three exploratory 

expeditions to 
Africa 

  

Nelson 
Mandela 

A South African 
anti-apartheid 

activist and the first 
black President of 

South Africa 
  

Desmond 
Tutu 

A South African 
social rights activist 

and the first 
Anglican bishop in 

Cape Town 
  

Roald 
Amundsen 

A Norwegian 
explorer who beat 
Scott in the race to 

the South Pole    
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