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Happy New Year to our growing school community, parents and carers! 

I am really looking forward to this term - there is plenty to look forward to, despite the dark 

mornings and nights, and the festive fun continues later in the month with our visiting 

Panto! I love putting the term's dates and events together because it reminds me of just how 

much we offer to strengthen our curriculum - it really is an extraordinary list. In addition, 

hopefully lots of children will be joining new clubs this term.  

Please can I encourage you to read on down to the bottom of the newsletter this week 

because there is so much support for parents being offered - behaviour, learning, sleeping, 

health and all for free, from the experts! I am proud that some of the courses are being 

offered at our Community Centre so of course I want the spaces for our families! Some of 

the courses are online and some have creches, so no excuses!   



Snow day;  I thought I might just share the process of deciding whether to open or close. It's 

a simple one - the Headteacher decides! So here is my thought process over the last 24 

hours... 

A Headteacher’s Snow-Day Thought Process (Tongue-in-Cheek!) 

Thursday 10.30am 

 Hmmm… the weather forecasts aren’t changing and everyone is mentioning snow in the 

Midlands. I’ll put out a gentle heads-up. 

11.38am  

 First complaint. Apparently “at the latest” means “why not now?”      

 Reminder to self: I was a working parent once. 

6.20pm 

 Snow. Settling. Earlier than predicted. All the apps disagree — naturally. 

8.30pm 

 Other heads are split: close now, wait until morning, “it’ll rain”, “it won’t”. None of us are in 

quite the same part of Coventry. Bus routes matter. Hills matter. Staff travelling from 

Birmingham and Solihull really matter. 

11.00pm 

 Still snowing. Stop looking out of the window. Look again anyway. And again. And again! 

Friday 

4.00am 

 Still snow. Now comes the mental gymnastics: 

• Safety vs working parents 

• Staff travel vs opening for a handful of pupils 

• Buses, hills, untreated roads 

• Attendance, lates… and safeguarding always winning 

6.15am 

 Staff updates coming in: some areas passable, others not. Several children’s schools closed. 

Kitchen staff rely on buses. No one decision suits everyone. 

6.33am 

 Decision made: closed. 



 One injured child, one injured member of staff — one too many. 

7.20am 

 Closures rolling in this side of the city. Quiet sense of relief. We made the right call. 

If you’ve read this far — thank you for indulging me! 

 There are no simple decisions in headship, but please know that every decision at Templars 

is made with care, safety, and the best interests of our whole community at heart. 

BIKEABILITY is back for Year 5! Starting on 25th Feb for 5 weeks.Cost - £12.50 (sign up on 

MCAS from Weds 14th Jan at 4pm)Limited spaces available. Children do not need their own 

bike or helmet; these can be supplied (max 12 at at time). See letter for more information. 

To sign up please use the URL or QR code on the letter sent on Dojo.  

Very thankful to West Coventry Academy who are offering us free top-up swimming lessons 

for some Year 6 pupils who need to complete their skills. A very generous offer, including the 

loan of their minibus and driver. A special mention to Mrs Kerr and Miss Weston who have 

made this possible. # communitypartners 

Parent Forum  

Thank you to the parents who attended the parent forum at the end of term. Open, 

respectful dialogue is important to us at Templars, and I value the opportunity to listen to 

different perspectives. Feedback from families helps us reflect on our practice and ensure 

we continue to act with care, respect, and honesty in meeting the needs of our community. 

Parents reported they were happy that they knew what their children are learning  through 

Learning Webs, They report that their children talk to them about their learning and have 

been increasingly confident to do so.  

Parents were however less confident to find more information about curriculum goals for 

each subject and how we support children with additional needs within the curriculum. I 

was able to direct them to the correct pages on the website but Mrs Leigh is now working on 

a page to show the Adaptive Provisions and reasonable adjustments we make to support 

children.   

Communication came out strongly with parents reassuring me that more people than I think 

read the newsletter! They also appreciate the website, ClassDojo, the meetings and 

workshops we put on especially when they see the children at work or play. All parents (not 

including Year 6) have already had two opportunities to do so in the Autumn term and the 

Christmas fun was yet to begin at the time of meeting! 



Headteacher's Award 2025-26 

 

Every week, members of staff nominate children for effort and achievement to join me for 

Celebration Tea on a Friday afternoon. If your child brings home a certificate, they come on 

the following Friday. Parents, carers and supporters are welcome to join us at the tea from 

3pm in the Community Centre. Stay for a while or collect early - it's all part of the treat! 

1S Finn for his kind a caring attitude towards others 

1C Toby for an amazing Spark Day 

1C Connie-Rose for her amazing singing in the Nativity 

1KW Scarlett has had an amazing week! 

3D Gracie-Mae for your amaing progress and for being a good friend 

4H Sophia for always showing care towards others and for being a great helper in class 

4H Ella for showing great confidence in class and showing a can do attitude when things get 

tough 

4AR Moeez for showing enthusiasm in his writing  



5F Sofia for excellent progress in swimming and magnificent writing using lots of wow words 

Constance for her effort in writing and beautiful presentation of her learning 

6M Jack for being a super member of the class 

6T Freyanna for her focus and listening this week 

Lunch Menu for next week 

 

Dates and Events 

 



 



Community Activities for Children 

 



Parental Support  

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Starting January on a Tuesday morning: Family Learning – programmes that promote strong 

positive relationships within families; enabling parents and carers to support their children’s 

learning and development. 

This year, I have persuaded Mrs Swallow to run a creche alongiside, to allow more parents to 

take part! If you are interested, let her know.  



 

1 - popular course running here at Templars  

There are also just a couple of spaces left for a number of mums to join our 'Wild Women' 

pilot programme.  This is made up of 8 outdoor sessions (based at Templars Primary School) 

designed to nurture personal confidence, confidence outdoors, resilience and other 

beneficial effects to enable women to gently move forward with their lives.  Sessions are 

delivered by 2 female instructors in a supportive, empowering environment.  Activities will 

be practical and craft based tailored to meet the needs of the group and 

individuals.  Refreshments and snacks (some cooked over the fire!) will be available. 

• Dates & timings for sessions: 8 x 2 hour sessions, running Wednesdays 1-3pm, 7/1/26, 

14/1/26, 21/1/26, 28/1/26, 4/2/26, 11/2/26, 25/2/26, 4/3/26.  No session half term 

week (18/2/26). 

• We will use the 'kitchen' room and outdoor space associated with the Community 

Building. 

• Final (8th) session to be a 'show and share' where parents invite their children to 

come to 'show and share' activities etc with them. 
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