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    Another Lovely Week at Templars 

It has been such a lovely week in school. 

This week, all members of SLT have been out and about around school, particularly during 

lunchtimes — looking at corridors, dining spaces, supervision on the playground and field, 

and of course our OPAL provision. 

It has been a really useful opportunity not just to check that things are running safely and 

smoothly, but also to see children enjoying themselves, making choices, playing together 

and making the most of their lunchtime. 

         Wellies at the Ready 

One of our practical priorities at the moment is making sure that every child has access to a 

pair of wellies. 

As the weather begins to close in this autumn, this will become increasingly important if we 

want children to continue enjoying the field and outdoor provision without being restricted 

by mud and wet weather. 

Please make sure your child has a named pair in school if you haven’t already done so. 

        My Favourite OPAL Zone... 

I have to admit that my favourite part of OPAL is the wheeled zone. 

This is the area where children can use things such as bikes and scooters, skateboards and 

roller skates, and it is a brilliant example of what good play looks like. Children learn to take 

sensible risks, try something new, persevere when they don’t get it right first time and cope 

with the inevitable bumps and scrapes that come with learning new skills. 

What always impresses me is how well the children manage this themselves. They are very 

good at watching out for one another, judging when it is safe to go and taking responsibility 

for the space. Despite how energetic the zone can look, actual crashes are thankfully very 

rare! 



That is exactly what we want from our OPAL provision: children being active, adventurous, 

sociable and independent — and learning through play in ways that simply cannot happen 

sitting still. 

        Protecting Childhood in a Digital World 

One of the conversations taking place across Coventry schools at the moment is about 

children, smartphones and social media. 

Technology can bring many benefits, and it is very much part of the world our children are 

growing up in. However, there is also increasing concern about children receiving 

smartphones too early, spending large amounts of time on screens and accessing social 

media before they are developmentally ready. 

Recent work shared with Coventry primary schools has highlighted concerns around sleep, 

concentration, language and communication, wellbeing and, perhaps most importantly, the 

amount of time children have simply to talk, play, explore, read, create and spend time 

with other people.  

At Templars, we want children to enjoy childhood. We want them outside, playing with 

friends, talking to adults, developing their imagination, learning how to manage friendships 

and discovering the things they love. 

We also recognise that this is not something parents can tackle alone. When every other 

child seems to have a phone, game or social-media account, it can be incredibly difficult for 

an individual family to say “not yet”. 

Over the coming year, we would like to share more information with families about healthy 

screen habits, smartphones and social media, and to listen to parents’ views too. 

This isn’t about judging how families use technology. It is about us working together to ask a 

simple question: 

How do we make sure technology adds to childhood rather than taking childhood away? 

          Parent Forum – Your Voice Matters 

One of the things I value most is hearing directly from parents and carers. 

Our Parent Forum is an informal opportunity to come in, have a cup of tea with me and talk 

about Templars. 

There is no fixed agenda and it isn’t a formal meeting. It is simply a safe, welcoming space 

where you can give feedback, ask questions, understand a little more about how or why we 

do things, or share ideas about things we could do differently or better. 

It is also an opportunity for me to hear directly what school feels like from a parent ’s point of 

view. 



We will run Parent Forum roughly once every half term, and I am particularly conscious that 

working parents should have the same opportunity to have their voice heard. For that 

reason, each forum will be offered three times during the day, including an evening session. 

Our first Parent Forum will be on Tuesday 6 October. For this first meeting, I would 

particularly like to hear how you think the start of the school year has gone — what has 

worked well, anything you have questions about, and any ideas you would like us to consider. 

There will be three opportunities to join me: 

•  At morning drop-off  

•  Just before afternoon collection  

•  7.00–8.00pm, particularly for parents and carers who are working during the school 

day  

You don’t need to have a problem or a complaint to come along. Sometimes the most useful 

conversations start with “I wondered why…”, “Have you ever thought about…” or simply “I 

wanted to tell you that this is working really well.” 

Please come along, have a cup of tea and a chat. I want Parent Forum to be a genuine 

opportunity for parents to have a voice in the life of Templars. 

    Clubs – We Can Do Better 

One of our school values is Honesty, and that means owning it when we don’t get 

something quite right. 

This week, our clubs were shared and then went live too quickly, which didn’t give all 

families enough time to see what was available and make choices. 

We recognise that we could and should do this better, and we will review the process 

before clubs are released next time. 

Every child. Every day. Every chance. 

A new group for parents begins next Tuesday, from 1pm–3pm at Templars Community 

Centre, and I would really love to see some Templars parents there!  

Last term, the course was attended only by parents from other schools. It was lovely to see 

our wider community making use of the opportunity, but we work hard to bring these FREE 

courses here for our own families too. 

It is a great chance to get out of the house, meet other parents and learn more about how 

we teach things in school. 

The course is useful for any parent, but it may be particularly helpful if you haven’t been in a 

school for a while and want to feel more confident supporting your own child,found school 



difficult yourself, are new to the country, or are simply feeling a little isolated and would 

enjoy some company. 

There is no pressure and no judgement — just a friendly face, a warm drink and a welcoming 

space. We can even promise heating or air conditioning, whatever the weather! 

Please do come along — these opportunities are here for you, and we would love to see 

you. 

 



 

 



 

Headteacher's Award 2026-27 

 

Each week teachers select a child who has shone, and share their name with me. This might 

be for demonstrating our school values of pride, honesty and respect or it may be for 



showing super learning learning behaviours. They are presented with a certificate in class 

and celebrated by their peers then come to a special tea with myself and Mrs Swallow. 

Parents and carers are invitied to join us just before 3pm on the following Friday and can 

choose to stay to share the moment or collect early and get a headstart on the weekend. 

(Because Year 5 are taking swimming lessons on a Friday afternoon, I am planning to store 

up any Celebration Tea winners for a special end of term Year 5 tea on Thursday 22nd 

October. Parents and carers are welcome to join us!) 

1C Jamie for always following the school rules 

1P Louis for showing care and respect to our classroom environment and helping others  

3W Louis for always showing care and respect every day 

4AR Huck for contributions made during class discussions 

4A Seve-Lee for always working his hardest, listening to instructions and encouraging others 

too 

4C Udbhav for making a great start in his writing lessons 

4T Addison for his effort in writing this week. He has made lots of progress already! 

5H Vismaya for brilliant effort in English lessons  

5G Szyman for excellent contributions in our English lessons  

6F Lily for trying really hard with her Maths, staying positive and being polite 

6DW Jessica for always making the right choices even when no-one is watching 

6M Carter for using fantastic language in his writing this week  



Lunch Menu - a new look for our menu. If you need nutritional 

advice, please look at the website version here: Lunch Menus 

 

1 - Monday;  sandwiches are for all years 

https://www.templars.coventry.sch.uk/page/?title=Parents&pid=9


 



 

 



Dates and Events  

 

 

 



 

 

Community Events for Pupils  

Coventry Heritage Open Days 2026 

 

Coventry will once again be a part of England's largest festival of history and culture! 

Join city-wide venues from Friday 11 to Sunday 20 September 2026. 

Whether you're a history enthusiast or just curious to explore, this is your chance to enjoy 

exclusive behind-the-scenes access, free tours, interactive events and family-friendly 

activities across the city. Plus, it’s all completely FREE!  



 

What's on this year? 

This year’s national theme, ‘Everyday Histories’ shines a light on more than 50 iconic 

buildings and spaces across Coventry, alongside six exciting new events supported by the 

Coventry City Council Heritage Open Days Grant. 

The grant supports communities to uncover new stories, explore overlooked heritage and 

bring underused spaces to life. It also creates opportunities for young people to connect 

with and contribute to the heritage of their communities. 

Together, these events celebrate a more inclusive approach to heritage, one that values 

everyday places, experiences and community voices, and helps everyone see themselves as 

part of Coventry’s story. 

Take a look at Coventry's eventsDon’t miss your chance to explore: 

 

• Join a live music and an exhibition celebrating past and present music culture in Coventry 

at The Tin. 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.heritageopendays.org.uk%2Fwhats-on%2Fsearch-2026-events.html%3Fview=list%26searchQuery=coventry%26locationQuery=%26distance=%26startDate=%26endDate=/1/010001a07b3489ad-65e3cb75-8d36-4279-9a96-61d02ed9e196-000000/yy_LMgCmQxSJCchOrkdxedrpv8RHKxMRhFUPcketQQk=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.heritageopendays.org.uk%2Fsubmission-event%2Fnow-and-then.html/1/010001a07b3489ad-65e3cb75-8d36-4279-9a96-61d02ed9e196-000000/-EHbVQqnd7WCU4Mm_Bo3zV8muo3ku7rA3T5YG49laUM=452


• Get involved with a relaxed workshop style art session. Families and young people from 

different cultures will come together to create artwork at The Highlife Centre. 

• Explore Malaysian-Coventry heritage through everyday objects, traditional food, music and 

hands-on activities at Prior Deram Park, Canley. 

• Enjoy family activities and help create a fabric collage celebrating the people, cultures and 

stories of Canley. 

• Watch the filmed memories of Coventry residents whose journeys were shaped by 

Partition, war, displacement and migration. 

• Discover Coventry’s diverse community and broadcasting heritage through local stories, 

oral histories, archive displays, music and live interviews at Vanny Radio. 

Plus, there’s plenty more to enjoy, including:  

• Meet characters from the 1940s in the Cathedral Ruins. 

• Discover the history of Coventry city centre with City Centre Walking Tours. 

Heritage Open Days brings together communities, celebrates our rich and diverse past and 

opens the doors to places you may have never seen or even knew existed.  

Find a full list of events in Coventry on the webpage. 

Heritage Open Days in CoventryContact the Go CV Team 

If you need help, you can email us. 

You can also follow us on Facebook and Instagram @gocvcard 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.heritageopendays.org.uk%2Fsubmission-event%2Fthe-highlife-centre-our-story-our-history-young-people-and-family-craft-session.html/1/010001a07b3489ad-65e3cb75-8d36-4279-9a96-61d02ed9e196-000000/3-CoEoLr5aYQHrRXAdGtF6cD6o8Fy_rOumSWhWKwXIc=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.heritageopendays.org.uk%2Fsubmission-event%2Fwoven-threads-living-memories-the-malaysian-diaspora-in-coventry.html/1/010001a07b3489ad-65e3cb75-8d36-4279-9a96-61d02ed9e196-000000/tQZ9xJFTS4qs4VYk9o1Q_yrBCRJt5G3Ae1e_fhSwD6E=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.heritageopendays.org.uk%2Fsubmission-event%2Fwoven-threads-living-memories-the-malaysian-diaspora-in-coventry.html/1/010001a07b3489ad-65e3cb75-8d36-4279-9a96-61d02ed9e196-000000/tQZ9xJFTS4qs4VYk9o1Q_yrBCRJt5G3Ae1e_fhSwD6E=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.heritageopendays.org.uk%2Fsubmission-event%2Fcanley-everyday-histories.html/1/010001a07b3489ad-65e3cb75-8d36-4279-9a96-61d02ed9e196-000000/tPUqMAxe3sotxMAPMZGn1fKH7aKC1XcReybIYpX9RfY=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.heritageopendays.org.uk%2Fsubmission-event%2Farrivals-coventry-s-living-memories.html/1/010001a07b3489ad-65e3cb75-8d36-4279-9a96-61d02ed9e196-000000/LrOHiDsSDU-59wY7g_OBOSXM5LMtOmw0Vd50Ujj7k2w=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.heritageopendays.org.uk%2Fsubmission-event%2Fvanny-radio-community-broadcasters.html/1/010001a07b3489ad-65e3cb75-8d36-4279-9a96-61d02ed9e196-000000/_W1t9nuQJF3Ip0vBO3XhbV_cuI4KfPZXiN_0XEhvdzI=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.heritageopendays.org.uk%2Fsubmission-event%2Fthe-ruins-meet-the-costumed-interpreters.html/1/010001a07b3489ad-65e3cb75-8d36-4279-9a96-61d02ed9e196-000000/A5DiFGHn-6Sf52vJ0NNwNkAxxAIrcy9voRtSTA6K8tE=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.heritageopendays.org.uk%2Fsubmission-event%2Fcity-centre-walking-tours-1.html/1/010001a07b3489ad-65e3cb75-8d36-4279-9a96-61d02ed9e196-000000/SV1PkjNLntK6BorD2h6FL_vRdRNWXvxaD1OFVuX4KKM=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.heritageopendays.org.uk%2Fwhats-on%2Fprintable-area-lists%2Fcoventry.html/1/010001a07b3489ad-65e3cb75-8d36-4279-9a96-61d02ed9e196-000000/me924qhIJy6axf4F5kBz2UNkfvs6UGTgi9LO-Ex5e84=452
mailto:gocv@coventry.gov.uk
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FGoCVcard%2F/1/010001a07b3489ad-65e3cb75-8d36-4279-9a96-61d02ed9e196-000000/AT2FV-rGKMuvyt9GNaDILttnurRo8jMKKJia5Mu3PP0=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fgocvcard%2F/1/010001a07b3489ad-65e3cb75-8d36-4279-9a96-61d02ed9e196-000000/Uo4ELbhl96wEeVltwv3qO7vc4CrOTJ_5EtvJ2dcdYVY=452


 

Support for Parents  

 



 

 

Sarah Jane McGarry - Autism & ADHD Advocates<sarahjane@autismadhdadvocates.org> 



Sarah Jane provides family support, workshops and psychoeducation around autism, ADHD, 

SEN, executive functioning, sensory processing, behaviour and learning. 

Main website 

https://www.autismadhdadvocates.org/ 

An overview of the service, free ADHD screening, an executive functioning quiz and family 

support registration. 

What’s On 

https://www.autismadhdadvocates.org/whats-on 

Current free online sessions, community workshops and booking information. A diagnosis is 

not required to attend. 

Children’s psychoeducation videos 

https://www.youtube.com/@MyAutisticBrainMe 

Short videos helping children and families understand experiences that may be linked to 

autism. 

Blogs 

https://www.autismadhdadvocates.org/blogs 

Free, accessible information that can be shared with parents, carers, adults and 

professionals. 

I have also attached information for parents, education settings and early-intervention 

services. Please feel free to share anything relevant with the families and professionals you 

work with. 

Kind Regards 

Sarah-Jane McGarry 

Neurodiversity Specialist | Executive Function Specialist | Founder, The Autism & ADHD 

Advocates CICThe Autism & ADHD Advocates CIC | Free Family Support & Psychoeducation 

https://www.autismadhdadvocates.org/
https://www.autismadhdadvocates.org/whats-on
https://www.youtube.com/@MyAutisticBrainMe
https://www.autismadhdadvocates.org/blogs
https://www.autismadhdadvocates.org/
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