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Year 2 Spring 
Prior knowledge 

We have learnt that the world has not always looked like this and that Coventry has grown over time. We have 
learnt this by observing historic and modern maps and seeing the changes that have happened over time. We know 
that during medieval times the main jobs for people were in weaving and dyeing wool. We know that the medieval 
period is from 400 – 1400 CE 

What? (Key vocabulary) 

craftsman 
A person who works at 
a craft or a skilled 
trade  

fortress A large, fortified 
building or area 

 

palace The official home of a 
king or queen 

 

knight 
Well trained noble 
man who protected 
the King  

archery 
The sport or practice 
of shooting with a bow 
and arrow  

jousting 

A real or pretend fight 
between two knights 
on horseback. Each 
knight tries to knock 
the other off his horse 
with a lance 

 

lance 
A weapon with a long 
pole and pointed 
metal head  

siege 

A military act of 
surrounding a city or 
base, attacking it and 
cutting off supplies  

invader 
To enter as an enemy, 
by force, in order to 
conquer  

Magna 
Carta 

A document that gave 
certain rights to the 
English people  

monk 

A man who has joined 
other men in a 
religious community 
and taken vows to live 
a simple life 
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When? 

1120 Kenilworth Castle 
was founded 

 

1215 King John signed 
the Magna Carta  

1265 
Simon de 

Montford called 
the 1st parliament  

1266 

Longest siege in 
English medieval 

history was held at 
Kenilworth Castle  

 

Who? (People) 

King John 
King of England who 
was forced to sign 
the Magna Carta  

Queen 
Elizabeth I 

Queen of England  
1558 - 1603 

 

King Arthur 

A legendary king of 
ancient Britain 

married to Queen 
Guinevere and 
leader of the 
Knights of the 
Round Table. 

 

St George 

The patron saint of 
England who, 
according to a 
legend killed a 

dragon and saved 
the lives of many 

people. 
 

Simon De 
Montford 

6th Earl of Leicester 
who called the first 

parliament and 
played a major role 
in the constitutional 

development of 
England 

 

Robin Hood 

A legendary English 
outlaw who robbed 
the rich to give to 

the poor.  
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