
 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome back to Summer Term! Lots of improvements 
and information to share this week! Please make sure 
you read down for new homework expectations and 
community activities.  
 

 
Firstly we are pleased to announce that Templars is intro-
ducing a new, more efficient and secure system for report-
ing your child’s absence due to illness, called Studybugs. 
 
Please get the free Studybugs app, or register on the 
Studybugs website, and use it to tell us whenever your 
child’s ill and unable to attend school. 
Get the app or register now (https://studybugs.com/
about/parents) 
 
Top 3 reasons to use Studybugs 
1. It’s integrated with our systems so we know right away 
if your child is unaccounted for. 
 
2. It’s quick and easy to register and use and automatical-
ly reminds you to keep us posted. 
 
3. You’ll be helping the NHS and other public health or-
ganisations improve children’s health. (https://

studybugs.com/about/schools) 

 

We will be phasing out the phone call system over the 
next few weeks and asking all parents to move onto the 
app. As you use it, I am sure you will notice the benefits.  
 
 
That's all for now!  
Mrs Benarous. 

is 

back! 

 

 

A note from the School Council: Due to your 

kind generosity, we made £496.50 on our recent 
Non-Uniform day which will be sent to our partner 
school in Ghana. The money is to help provide 
connectivity to the internet which will transform 
the pupil’s learning.  

 

 

 

 

Join Mrs Stephenson in the library for songs, 

puppets, bubbles and dancing! For chn aged 

Every Wed 2.30-3.00pm, 

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/schools
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Homework Special 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Following our successful Parent Forum last term, myself, Emma McCormick (Parent Governor) and staff 
have met to carefully consider the findings and to amend our homework expectations. Our main learning 
was that parents want greater consistency across at least all classes in a year group. I hope you will find the 
clarification below helpful. 
 
We (most teachers are parents too) all want the same thing; for our children to be happy, healthy and 
achieve their full potential at school for them to forge the future they want.. Home and school need to 
work together to help them get there.  
 
I speak as a parent whose children were not natural readers and I used to hate having to ‘do the reading’ 
when I got home from work. Consequently, I was one of those parents who falsely signed the Reading Rec-
ord. I realise now that I did not know enough about why teachers were so insistent on Reading practice 
and I did not know enough on how to ‘do the reading’.  
 
The Why  
There has been an enormous amount of research to demonstrate the harsh truth about the importance of 
early reading: 

If we (teachers) don't get it right by the age of 6, all future academic milestones are at risk in all curricu-
lum areas – that is SAT’s in Year 2 and Year 6 and GCSE’s at secondary school.  

85% of the secondary curriculum requires children to be able to read at age-appropriate levels. 
Poor readers can struggle with low self-esteem and feelings of inadequacy. 

 
Of course, not every child who learns to read later is doomed! Mine are going strong! But this is why read-
ing is our top school improvement priority. In recent years, too many children have not passed the Phonics 
tests in Year 1 and Year 2 and too many leave Templars having not met the age-related expectation and we 
need to put that right. We must have ambition for every child because learning to read really does affect life 
chances.  
 
The How 
Firstly, you are not expected to teach your children how to read – that’s our job – but your high expecta-
tions, your positive reinforcement and your dedication as parents and carers, doubles our effectiveness. 
Learning to read happens in stages: 
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Homework Special 
Parent forum update – Feedback from a Parent Governor.  
I was fortunate to be able to attend the first parent forum and subsequent staff meeting before Easter, and 
it was absolutely fascinating to hear the challenges and experiences that we all feel as parents were mir-
rored when I met with some of the teaching staff. What stuck out from the all sessions that I attended was 
that we all want the same outcomes of supporting our children, but how difficult it was to reach a consen-
sus: some parents wanted more homework; others wanted less; others supported homework in principle 
but struggled with how to support their child or children either due to time limitations or juggling work / 
family care responsibilities or due to the fact it is different from when they were at school. I went to school 
in the Eighties and phonics was not a thing, so it’s been a journey for me to learn phonics to support my 
child through their early learning to read stage and even now they are often correcting me on the correct 
sounds for “u” and “y”.  Rewards were liked and whilst some parents did not like sanctions, others agreed 
with them and believed they worked for their child/children.  
 
The key message that come out from all the sessions was that consistency is key, however “how” this is 
achieved, given that every individual learning journey is different, is the challenge. When I met with some of 
the teaching staff, it was clear that they wanted the same outcomes for the children— they want them to 
do well and they recognise that for some children, they respond to different support mechanisms, this can 
often present as inconsistency across the classes but is actually the staff supporting the classes they have.  
 
That being said, as parents / carers we still need consistency, particularly if you have children in multiple 
classes.  Moving forward there will be a standard expectation that will be communicated within school and 
to parents / carers in relation to how often children need to read at home, what type of things count as 
reading. (Instructions on a computer game being read aloud for example).  The school will continue to use 
an app (Seesaw), social media (Twitter) and the website (Home | Templars Primary School) to communi-
cate, alongside letters for key messages, however written communication needs to be balanced alongside 
the need to reduce the use of paper / printers to help with both the carbon footprint and being green and 
reducing costs that could be better spent on time and resources for our children.  
 
What I took from these sessions was how committed all staff were to supporting our children to do well and 
why it is so important that the foundations are instilled early and that we as parents / carers also engage 
with supporting the school to get the best outcomes for our children and this is something we have do to-
gether as a team rather than believing it is solely the school’s responsibility.   
 

Emma McCormick (Parent Governor and Parent Forum link) 

https://www.templars.coventry.sch.uk/




These expectations are for Year 1 to 6. Specific advice for EYFS (Reception and 

Nursery) will be posted on Seesaw.  





Please note, slightly adapted expectations for EYFS (Reception and Nursery) will 

be posted to Seesaw.  



 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Strike Days: Thursday 27th April and Tuesday 2nd May 

Bank Holidays: Monday 1st and 8th May 

Class photos: Tuesday 25th April 

Parent Session to share Sex and Relationship Teaching: Tuesday 2nd May  

Coronation Celebration Lunch: Friday 5th May 

Boot Fund deadlines : Tuesday 9th May  

Year 6 SAT’s week begins: Tuesday 9th May 

Year 5 Swimming lessons blocks(2 week): 5DG 9th May; 5KG 22nd May; 5G 26th June 

Yr 3 Trip to Weston-super-Mare: Thursday 18th May 

Careers Week Begins: 22nd May 

Half Term Begins: 26th May                      Summer 2 Begins: 5th June 

Sports Days: Tuesday 20th June—Morning KS1 and Afternoon KS2 ; Reception: 

Wednesday 21st June—Morning   Nursery: Wednesday 28th June 

New to Reception Parents Meeting: Wednesday 21st June 5.15—6.15 pm 

New to Nursery Parents Meeting: Wednesday 28th June 5.15—6.15 pm 

 

Community Help: We are looking for dona-

tions of old smart phones  - no SIMS necessary to use 

as school cameras. Please deposit in the box outside 

the office doors. Thank you.  

 



 

 

 

 

Max in 1C is a little super star who always follows the school rules and shows kindness to others.   

Betty-Rose in 4R for trying her hardest in every lesson this week! She hasn’t given up once even when 

she has found things challenging! Her handwriting has improved, her confidence is growing and she is 

trying hard to be independent. Keep it up! 

4M - Alex for a super effort in Maths with this week's fractions reasoning questions  

Stuart 2A for settling back into school routines  so well after Easter holidays  
 
Chloe  RB - for demonstrating real academic improvement through outstanding effort! 
 
Can I put forward Bonnie A in 1P please, as she has come back to school after break and worked really 
hard during Learning to Learn week to get back into our class routines. 
 
Please could I have Elijah RK for Headteacher award, for putting extra effort into following our school 
rules and values. 
 
2H - Lillie-Rae for trying her hardest during Maths this week 
 
I would like to nominate Piper 1S who has been showing alot of effort to improve her letter formations. 
I am very proud of you, well done! 
 

Arabella 5KG for always putting 100% into everything she does.  

This week the award for 2L goes to Seyithan for making so much progress in all aspects of school life. 

Enmaari in RH, she is always happy, respectful and has wowed me in her new learnt maths skills 

Eric 3H has had a fantastic first week back. He is always putting up his hand to answer questions and 

will participate equally in partner talk. He will try his very hardest at all times and that is something he 

should be proud of. Well done, Eric.  

Levi 5G for showing an excellent attitude to learning and completing additional homework over the 

half term. 

Alex 6S For his hard work at home and school in preparation for SATs and being brave in English this 

week 

I would like to nominate Edward 5KG please because he has made a huge improvement in his behav-

iour and attitude and I am very proud of him!  

6R – Leon – For completing extra SATs revision at home over the Easter Holidays 

4M - Alex for a super effort in Maths with this week's fractions reasoning questions  













https://www.coventry.gov.uk/

costofliving 




