
Efficient Subtraction

Subtract 4 digit numbers

Key Vocabulary

add

total

plus

sum

more

altogether

difference

less

subtract

minus

take away

mentally

column addition

column subtraction

Inverse operation

exchange
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Add 4 digit numbers

⅓
Use mental methods to find the most efficient methods of subtraction



Checking StrategiesEstimate Answers

Add and subtract in 1’s, 10’s, 100’s and 1000’s

Adding in a different order
420+ 372 + 280 =

Change to
420 + 280 + 372 = 
As 420 + 280 = 700
(because 42 + 28 = 70)
420 + 280 + 372 = 700 + 372 = 1072

Use knowledge of rounding to estimate answers for calculations
or word problems 

Explore ways of checking to see if an answer is correct by using inverse 
operations

Using the inverse


