
African Music

Features:
Repeated patterns

Drumming 
techniques: slap, 

tone and bass
Call and response

Singing

Instruments

Percussion:
Cabasa
Kalimba

Gonkogui Bell
Rattles

Drums:
Djembe
DunDun

Talking Drum

Voices

Ancient 
Greece

Features:
Modes

Nomos – Melodies
Tones and 
semitones

Octave
Tetrachord

Tonos

Instruments

Percussion:
Rattle – Sistrum, Sistron

Cymbals – Kithara
Conch and triton shells – Kochlos

Tambourine – Rhoptron
Shallow drum – Tympanon

Clappers – Krotala
Maracas – Phormiskoi
Xylophone - Psithyra

Wind/brass:
Bagpipe – Askaulos
Trumpet – Salpinx

Horn - Keros

Strings
Lyre – Aulos, Syrinx

Guitar – Kithara



Ancient Rome

Features:
Built on traditions of Ancient Greek 

music
Modal scales

Songs
Folk Music

Music for:
- Dance

- Entertainment
- Weddings
- Funerals

- Gladiator games
- Religious ceremonies
- Public performance

Music for battles – signifying 
offensive, retreat, victory

Instruments 

Percussion:
Scabellum (Clapper)

Sistrum (shaker)
Kettle-drums

Castinets
Hydraulis (Hydraulic 

organ)

Wind:
Tibia (pipe)

Askoules
(bagpipe)

Flute
Pan’s Flute

Brass:
Tuba

Cornu
(horn)

Strings:
Kitara (Lute)

Cymbala (Harp)
Lyra

Ancient 
Egypt

Features:
8 beat patterns

Cyclic
Percussive

Notate different 
timbres on a stave 
with different note 

heads.

Instruments

Percussion:

Rattles
Handheld 

drums
Bells

Castanets
Sistrum (shaker)

Wind:
Flutes with 

and without 
reeds

Brass:
Trumpet

Strings:
Lyre
Harp
Lute



Syria

Features:
Chant used in 

religious music
Rhythmic
Syllabic

Regional Folk 
Music

Instruments

Percussion:
Darabukkah

(goblet drum)
Daf (tambourine)

Voices

Strings:
Oud (Lute)

Kemeniah (spike 
fiddle)

Qanoon (box zither)

South America

Andies Samba

Features
Drones

Ostinato
Improvisation

Pentatonic

Instruments
Panpipes

Flutes
Ocarina

Pututu (trumpet)
Bombo (large 

wooden drum)
Wancara (large 

round drum)
Tynya (sammer

Wancara)
Chajchas/Chullus

(rattle)

Features
Four beat patterns

Ostinato
Cyclic

Signals: star, stop, 
solo, break
Rhythmic

Leader

Instruments
Repinique (medal 

drums)
Surdo (bass drum)

Caixa de Guerra 
(snare drum)

Tamborim
Chocalho (shaker)

Ganza (shaker)
Agogo bells

Timba
Whistle for the 

leader


