
Blues

Features:
12 bar chord 

sequence
3 chords I, IV, V

Call and response
Strong beats 2 

and 4
Blues scales

Improvisation
Melisma

Walking bassline
Blend of African 
and American 

traditions
African slaves: 

work songs, 
spirituals, folk 

songs

Instruments Form:
12 bar 
chord 

sequence
Call and 

response

Composers:
Howlin’ Wolk

B.B. King

Acoustic 
Guitar
Banjo
Brass 

instruments 
with mutes
Double bass

Electric 
guitar

Dixieland 
drum kit

Vocals

Jazz

Features:
Blues chord 
sequence

Use of saxophone
Syncopation
Scat singing

Strong beats 2 and 
4

Staccato chords
Homophonic 

texture
Bending notes
Improvisation

Marching bands
New Orleans style 

– polyphonic 
texture

Instruments Form:
12 bar 
chord 

sequence
Chorus

Composers:
Louis Armstrong
Duke Ellington
Charlie Parker

Miles Davis
Ella Fitzgerald

New 
Orleans:

String bass, 
banjo, clarinet, 

trumpet, 
drums

Jazz Band:
Trumpet, trombone, 
clarinet, bass guitar, 

drums, keyboard, 
guitar

Swing Band:
Saxophones, trumpets, 
trombones, bass guitar, 

drum kit, keyboard, guitar

Jazz Trio:
Piano, bass, 

drums, vocalists



Rock and Roll

Features:
Male vocals

Backing vocals
12 bar structure

Mix of Jazz, 
Gospel, Blues, 

Country
Vinyl records
Performances 

on TV and Radio
Teenage 
Rebellion

Instruments Form:
12 bar chord 

sequence
Chorus

Composers:
Bill Haley and his 

Comets
Elvis Presley
Chuck Berry
Buddy Holly

Rolling Stones

Electric 
guitar

Saxophone

Double 
bass

Drums

Harmonica

Early British Pop

Features:
British accents
Standard song 

form
Distinctive chord 

sequences
Vocal harmonies
Rhythmic guitar 

work
Simple melodies

Clever lyrics

Instruments Form:
Standard 

song form: 
verse, 

chorus, intro, 
outro, bridge

Composers:
The Beetles

Cliff Richard and the 
Shadows
The Kinks

Vocals

Electric 
guitars

Drums

Bass guitar



Punk

Features:
“Breakneck” 

tempo
Sound is 

rough and 
unrefined

Emphasis on 
beats 2 and 4

Instruments Form:
Intro
Verse

Chorus
Bridge
outro

Composers:
Led Zeppelin

Pink Floyd

1 or 2 
Electric 
guitars

vocals

Bass guitar

Drums

Two-Tone

Features:
Ska

Emphasis on 
beats 2 and 4

Walking bass line
Blend of Rhythm 
and Blues, Blues, 
Jazz and Calypso
Mento rhythms
Lyrical soulful 

melodies
Jazzy horn 

section
Off-beat jumpy 

rhythms

Instruments Form:
Intro
Verse

Chorus
Hook
Outro

Middle Eight
Instrumental 

bridge

Composers:
The Specials

Madness

Electric bass 
guitar

Trumpet

Drums

Vocals

Organ

Electric 
Guitar

Trombone



Hip Hop

Features:
Mcing

Rapping
DJing

Scratching
Turntables
Rhythmic 

beatboxing
Programmed 

beats
Rhyming 

Semi-spoken

Instruments Form:
Intro
Verse

Chorus
Hook

Composers:
Eminem

Jay Z

DJ Techniques:
Mixing

Beat-matching
Cueing

Blending
Pitch shifting

Scratching
Beat juggling

Looping

Samples

Vocals

Pop

Features:
Strong rhythm
Catchy melody

Hook

Instruments 
Form:

Intro
Verse

Chorus
Hook
Outro

Middle Eight
Instrumental 

bridge

Composers:
Elton John

The Spice Girls
Adele

Electric bass 
guitar

Electric 
guitar

keyboard

drums

Vocals



Britpop

Features:
Mid-tempo 
Witty lyrics
Lyrical focus

Middle 8
Limited solo roles
Real instruments
Chord sequences

Simple, popular song 
structure

British accents
Guitar techniques

Instruments Form:
Intro
Verse

Chorus
Hook
Outro

Middle Eight
Instrumental bridge

Composers:
Oasis
Blur
Pulp

Electric bass 
guitar

1 or 2 Electric guitars:
Hammer-ones
Palm muting

String skipping
Pitch bending

keyboard

Live drums

Vocals


